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OIOEST: 

Selec t ion  of cont rac tor  fo r  award under sec t ion  
S ( a )  of the Small B u s i n e s s  Act is w i t h i n  the 
d i s c r e t i o n  of the cont rac t ing  agency and t h e  
Small Business Administration ( S 3 A )  and w i l l  not 
be questioned by GAO absent a showing of fraud 
o r  bad f a i t h  on the p a r t  of government o f f i c i a l s  
o r  a l l e g a t i o n  t h a t  SBA regula t ions  have been 
v io la ted .  

Koba Associates ,  Inc. (Koba), p r o t e s t s  the Small 
Business Adminis t ra t ion 's  (SBA) s e l e c t i o n  of any o the r  E i r m  
€or  the award of a con t r ac t  f o r  l o g i s t i c a l  support  s e rv i ces  
t o  the Department of Energy (DOE) u n d e r  s ec t ion  8 ( a )  of t h e  
Small Business Act, 1 5  U.S.C. § 637(a)  (1982).  Koba 
a l l eges  t h a t  i t  has s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  prov3ded t h e s e  s e rv i ces  
t o  DOE under the predecessor con t r ac t  Yo. DEAC01-82ER30033. 

Sect ion 8 ( a )  of the Small Business Act au thor izes  SBA 
to enter i n t o  c o n t r a c t s  w i t h  any government agency w i t h  
procuring a u t h o r i t y  and t o  arrange f o r  the performance of 
s u c h  c o n t r a c t s  by l e t t i n g  subcontracts  t o  s o c i a l l y  and 
economically disadvantaged small business  concerns. The 
cont rac t ing  o f f i c e r  is authorized " i n  h i s  d i s c r e t i o n "  t o  
l e t  c o n t r a c t s  t o  SBA upon such terms and condi t ions a s  may 
be agreed upon by the procuring agency and SBA. I n  l i g h t  
of t h i s  d i s c r e t i o n ,  our Off ice  w i l l  not question the 
se l ec t ion  of an 8 ( a )  cont rac tor  unless the p r o t e s t e r  e i t h e r  
demonstrates fraud o r  bad f a i t h  on the p a r t  of government 
o f f i c i a l s  o r  a l l e g e s  t h a t  appl icable  regula t ions  have not 
b e e n  followed. Arawak Consulting Corp. 59 Comp. Gen. 5 2 2  
(19801, 80-1 C . P . D .  1 4 0 4 .  Since Koba does not a l l e g e  
e i t h e r  b a s i s  here ,  w e  w i l l  not consider t h e  p ro t e s t .  

We d i s m i s s  the p ro te s t .  
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